Nicholl Fellowships in Screenwriting Rules and Eligibility

Entrant Rules & Eligibility

1. Anentrant’s total lifetime earnings for motion picture and television writing may not exceed $25,000 USD
before the end of the competition. This limit applies to compensation for motion picture and television
writing services as well as for the sale of (or sale of an option on) screenplays, teleplays, stage plays,
books, treatments, stories, premises and any other source material. If entrant becomes ineligible during
the course of the competition, the entrant must notify the Nicholl Fellowships in writing in a timely
manner.

In most instances, fellowship and competition prize money is not counted as earnings unless it includes a
“first look” clause, an option or any other quid pro quo involving the writer’s work.

Entrants must be human and 18 or older at the time of entry.

2. Current Academy employees (full-time and part-time), officers, Governors, Trustees, current Nicholl
Executive Committee members, and the immediate families of these individuals are not eligible. Current
Academy consultants, third-party vendors, and the immediate families of these individuals are not
eligible. Active and Emeritus Academy members and their immediate families are not eligible to submit.
Alumni from any Academy’s talent development programs) are not eligible until they are two years past
the completion of any of these programs. Nicholl Fellowship winners are not eligible to enter again.

3. Entrants must register an online account with the Nicholl Fellowship and submit:
o A completed online application form.
o One copy of an original feature film screenplay uploaded as a PDF file. The feature screenplay
should be in standard industry format (12 point Courier) and no shorter than 80 pages and no
longer than 125 pages. Scripts exceeding 125 pages may have their length counted against them.

Submitted scripts must have been written originally in English; translations will not be accepted. No multi-part,
episodic scripts can be submitted.

Submitted scripts must be the original work of the entrant(s) and may not be based, in whole or in part, on any
other fiction or nonfiction material, published or unpublished, produced or unproduced. Entries may, however, be
adapted from the entrant’s original work, which should be noted in the logline required on the application form.
Scripts that include dialogue, characters, or scene description generated by artificial intelligence (Al) are ineligible
for this competition.

Entries lacking a logline on the application form will be disqualified.

If the script is based on a true story, historical or contemporary, the “based on true story/events” button should be
selected within the online application form.

Collaborative work by two writers who share equally in its creation is eligible. Collaborative work for which one
writer developed the idea and another writer wrote the screenplay is not eligible. Collaborative work by three or
more writers is not eligible. The collaborator’s name must be added during the online application process. Writing
partners selected as Fellows will divide the fellowship stipend equally.

The entrant is responsible for ensuring their name, address, phone number or any other identifying information
does not appear on the title page or any other page of the script when applying. Placing a Library of Congress or
WGA registration number on the title page is acceptable but not required.



10.

11.

For the 2025 Nicholl Fellowships competition, entrants must be recommended by an official Nicholl

Partner. Applications will be accepted should they meet the requirements. Submitted scripts will not be

returned. The Academy is not responsible for late, misdirected, missing, incomplete, or damaged entries.
o Areferred writer must wait two years before being referred again by a Nicholl partner.

The final selection of fellowship winners will be made by the Academy Nicholl Fellowships Executive
Committee.

An entrant (or writing team) may submit a maximum of one screenplay in the current competition. Only
one copy, draft or version of any screenplay may be submitted by an entrant or writing team, and
violation risks disqualification. Entrants who open multiple accounts to submit more than one entry in the
competition risk disqualification. Under no circumstances will substitutions of either corrected pages or
new drafts of an entry screenplay be allowed.

An entrant who submitted a screenplay in the previous year through a Nicholl partner referral may not
enter again for two consecutive years.

Entrants support a professional workplace and acknowledge that any form of abuse or harassment
towards Academy staff is prohibited. Abusive, discourteous, and/or harassing language and/or conduct
may result in disqualification of entrant and/or banning the entrant from future entry at the Academy’s
discretion.

Every writer of a screenplay that advances to the final round will be asked to write to the Academy Nicholl
Fellowships Committee expressing the writer’s personal and professional interests.

Academy Nicholl Fellowships may be held concurrently with other fellowships or any other similar award,
or while completing a formal course of study. The fellowship year may be deferred to allow a student
winner to complete their education.

Academy Nicholl Fellows agree to furnish the Academy with a copy of the screenplay(s) written during the
fellowship year. The Academy acquires no rights to the work (or to the entry script) and will not
participate in its marketing or in any other aspects of its commercial future.



